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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N  

September 14, I972 

I National Securi ty Study Memorandum 160 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Centra l  Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Policy Toward Morocco 

The Pres iden t  has  directed a study of US policy toward Morocco 
and the options open to the United States i n  light of possible develop- 
ments  in Morocco following f rom the recen t  attempted coup-d'etat. 

I This  study should identify US interes ts  in Morocco as precisely a s  
possible, evaluate their relative importance and, based on our best  
es t imate  of the future, delineate the possible approaches we might 
take to b e s t  s e rve  these interests. The study should include but not 
be limited to consideration of the following factors:  

- -the political, economic and. s t ra teg ic  importance of Morocco 
to the United States; 

--the prospect  for  the continued role  of King Hassan and the impli- 
cations of both his  demise o r  'continuance i n  power for  US interests;  

--possible successor  governments to the monarchy and their impli- 
cations fo r  US interests;  

--the importance of the US naval com.municatio~is cornpl'ex at  Kenitra 
and the VOA relay station a t  Tangier and the prospects for  their 
continuance in Morocco; 
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Henry A. Kissin 8t-+: 
cc: Director, Office of Management and Budget 

Administrator, Agency for  International Development 
Director, U. S. Information Agency 

--the programs and resources  we a r e  likely to have available 
to  devote to Morocco in the future; 

--the role of influential third pa r t i e s  such a s  France and 

The study should be prepared by the NSC Interdepartmental Group for 
A f r i c a  and should be submitted not l a t e r  than October 5 for  considera- 
tion by the Senior Review Group. 
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